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jonathen wondered why she dared give the child i into his 
care again. It seemed to be some kind of deal]. Barbara was 
| oftenshort of money, and Jonathan, when he wasable, would 
willingly help her out. Two months earlier, he’d made her a 
loan which wasn’t really a loan, because lending was some- 
» thing he wasn’t good at. Barbara had thanked him with two 
pages of gossip, in which the only special thing had been a 
passage about Serge; her other letters had never mentioned 
the child. 
Jonathan had been intrigued by this unexpected gift. I hope 
you think of my lovely boy every now and again!!... He seems to have 
forgotten you completely!!!!... I talk to him about you — we were 
even going to see that exhibition of yours in December!... Butno, the 
young man wasn't interested... You know at their age they forget 
very quickly which is best don’t you think... But you can’t imagine 
how lovely he is now!!!!, Barbara had written, with her individ- 
ual punctuation. She went on to say that Serge was at last 
behaving himself at school, that he loved her more and more, 
_ hid himself in her bed in the evening, a real little lover; he was 
_ getting to be a bit of a cry-baby, but so sweet. And really I do 
prefer that to when he went round breaking everything!!... Chil- 
dren... 
This wonderful news had agigen Jona to desea 
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